316                     THE   SECRET   HISTORY   OF

Should the advantage for some years appear to be
wholly on the side of the English, still it is
evident the French trade will gain ground, since
nothing can prevent our manufactures gradually
imitating the products of English industry; where-
as, Nature having refused soil and climate to
England, our wines cannot be made there, and in
this respect the English must always depend
on us.

True it is that the wines of Portugal will
continue to be drank in England in great quan-
tities, but the rising generation will prefer the
wines of France. Of this Ireland affords a proof,
in which ten times the quantities of French
wines are drank to the wines of Portugal. The
French wines henceforth are only to pay duties
equivalent to those which the wines of Portugal
at present pay in England ; that is to say, forty
pounds sterling per ton, or about one shilling per
bottle. Our wines of Medoc may there be sold
cheap, and will be preferred to the wines of
Portugal. The English, it is true, are allowed to
lower the present duties on the wines of Portugal,
but they will fear to diminish them too sensibly,uld it
